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vaders and the population in general was not interfered
with. For a month the English held the largest and
most important place in the West Indies, city, castle,
haven, and Spanish fleet. Drake, however, was in a
quandary. So far from discovering a large and port-
able treasure which he could carry on board, there was
not even the usual gold and silver plate in use. The
mines in Hispaniola, by reason of the maniacal cruelty
of the Spaniards exercised upon the mild and timid
Indians, were no longer worked, for lack of labour.
Biggs remarks, moreover, that the Spaniards had taken
to using porcelain and glass. None of the conferences
between the Spaniards and Drake could arrive at any
agreement. Every morning two hundred sailors were
employed in reducing the outer ring of buildings to
heaps of burning ruins. The houses were "built very
magnificently of stone with high lofts," and they "gave
us no small travail to ruin them." It Is a singular
picture we have given us here of this diminutive army
of invaders, barricaded in the heart of the city, sally-
ing out each morning under guard of their soldiers
to burn another street of houses. With all their toil
they could only burn about one-third of the city, and
Drake began to believe what the Spaniards had claimed
from the first, that they had no treasure. They offered
twenty-five thousand ducats if he would go away.
Time was on their side. The English could not afford
to wait until Santa Cruz sent a huge armada to scour
the Caribbean. Frigates were flying in all directions
already, bringing the news that Drake was at his old
trade. Fugger's Antwerp correspondent reports on
March 16 that "In Spain they are fitting out thirty
large warships on which five thousand soldiers are to
embark. They have to search for Captain Drake who
has ostensibly gone to Peru." Drake had to be moving
on. He accepted the ransome and prepared to sail*